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featured guide

uccessful East
Tennessee fly
fishing guides

wear more hats than old
Captain Kangaroo and
Mister Green Jeans.
Dixie's latest fly fishing
hotspot, this region is an
invariable smorgasbord
buffet of different long rod
angling opportunities. Nes
Levotch, ownerfoperator
of Tenneszee Mountain
Rivers Guide Service

is truly a “guide for all
seasons” in river/stream/
lake rich East Tennessee.

Based out of Jonesborough, Tennessee, Levoteh's mission
for his guide service to help fishermen enjoy the experience while
teaching them and hopefully increasing their sense of appreciation
for fly fishing and its rewards. His class room is big, including trips to
the Watauga River and South Holston River tailwaters for trout, and
Holston, Molichucky, and Little Pigeon rivers for smallmouth bass. For
those wanting something special, Levotch offers to a privately managed
section of Boone Fork Creek, in the Blueridge Mountains. Rising on the
slopes of Grandfather Mountain in Morth Carolina, before joining the
Watauga River in Tennessee this catch-and-release fly fishing paradise
is alive with brook trout up to three pounds and brown trout up to
30-inches long.
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Levolch has over 40 years of ©
fiy fishing experence, having fizhed
mountain waters from the West to
the Austrian Alps, as well fly fishing
in the flats of the Keys, Bahamas
and Hawsaii. However, his focus
has become mastering the rivers of
East Tennesses and Weastern Morth
Carolina. Im 1388 he moved (o the
East Tennessee where the nalural
beauty and abundant fishing was
lover at first sighl-Lovatch has beern
a professional guide over 20 years...
¥hen it comes to knowing the “hiot
spats” of the region's rivers there is
no one bedter,
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Levotch says thatiis
two most popular bookings
are float frips-on the
Watauga River lailwaters,
and wade trips at Boone Fork
Creek's Trophy Walers, He
notes a noficeable upswing
in bookings from peopla of
all walks of who hawe an
interest in fiy fishing, and
have a wilingness ta leam
new techniques from an
experienced guide familiar
with the waters, More and
mare people are iraveling
to East Tennessee to
experience the local fiy
fishing buffet,

“| have fished noriheast
Tennessee for over 40 years
and love this area and what
it has to offer,” say Lavoteh,
“When needed or requasted

| can give guidance on their
fishing techniques and we
can share information and
| leam from them too. The

future iz wery bright too. The
Tennesses Wildife Resource
Agency |s proactive in
improving and protecting

the fishing in upper East
Tennesses, The fisherman
ane more awarne and
respectful of the programs
in place including the “catch
and relaase” and waler
consenation,”
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Levotch's talents do
not end as a fishing guide.

He is a master craftsman

and iz able to fish from the
boats he builds, catch fish
with the flies he ties, and
land the fish with the nets
ha designed. He builds
his custom wooden drift
boats, wooden nels, and
lies special fies for the
targeted area and type
fishireg. All of these works
of art are made in his own
workshop located just
behind his home in historic
Jonesborough, in the
custom workshop he built,

For more, contact Nes
Lavotch: Tennesses
Mountain Rivers Guide
Service; 306 South
Cherokee Street,
Janesborough, TN
37659; phone: (423)753-
9190 and Cell: (423)557-
4286
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